
 
Procedure for Disinfecting a Well 

 
 
1. Run water until clear, using an outdoor faucet closest to the well or pressure 
tank. 
 
2. Mix two quarts household bleach containing about 5% chlorine in 10 gallons of 
water in a large bucket or pail in the area of the well casing. 
 
3. Turn electrical power off to the well pump. Carefully remove the well cap and 
well seal if necessary. Set aside. 
 
4. Place hose connected to outdoor faucet inside well casing. Turn electrical 
power back on to the well pump and turn water on to run the pump. 
 
5. Carefully pour the water and bleach mixture from the bucket or pail down the 
open well casing. At the same time, continue to run the water from the hose 
placed inside the well casing. 
 
6. At each indoor and outdoor faucet, run the water until a chlorine odor is 
present, then shut each faucet off. 
 
7. Continue running water through the hose inside the well casing to recirculate 
the chlorine-treated water. Use the hose to also wash down the inside of the well 
casing. 
 
8. After one hour of recirculating the water, shut all faucets off to stop the pump. 
Disconnect power supply to pump. Remove recirculator hose from well. 
 
9. Mix two more quarts of bleach in 10 gallons of water and pour mixture down 
the well casing. Disinfect the well cap and seal by rinsing with a chlorine solution. 
Replace well seal and cap. Allow the well to stand idle for at least eight hours and 
preferably 12 to 24 hours. Avoid using the water during this time. 
 
10. After the well has idled for the recommended period of time, turn the pump on 
and run the water using an outdoor faucet and garden hose in an area away from 
grass and shrubbery until the odor of chlorine disappears. Run all indoor and 
outdoor faucets until the odor and taste of chlorine disappears. 
 
Taken from "Don't be Left In the Dark" brochure 


